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A Legacy of Education

Dick and Joyce Brown of Marion have spent their careers educating
Marion students. Since he was recruited to the Marion City Schools as
a freshly-minted teacher from Muskingum College in 1958, Dick has
influenced thousands of students
as a teacher, coach, and high school
administrator. Joyce, also, has
lost count of the students she’s
mentored as an elementary teacher
and reading instructor since she
joined the Marion City Schools
in 1962. Just because they’ve
retired from their active education
careers, the couple has not retired
from influencing their community
and its students. Through an IRA
Joyce and Dick Brown
rollover procedure recommended
by their investment advisor, the couple is establishing the Richard and
Joyce Brown Endowed Scholarship to benefit Harding High School
graduates who plan to pursue careers in education at Ohio State Marion.
The Browns want to help individuals but also the community they’ve
called home for half a century, says Joyce. “Now, we’ve lived here 50
years almost, and we decided that we wanted to do something with this
contribution to help our community—not just the children of Marion
City Schools, although that’s part of it. But the reason Ohio State got the
money is so that we can support the college in our town—to help grow our
town. I firmly believe we need to get things moving in Marion with the
University, so that’s why we’re giving the money to Ohio State Marion.”
The Browns have chosen a strategy that eventually will create a sixfigure endowment that will generate scholarships for Marion education
majors in perpetuity. However, through a combination of giving to a
current-use fund as well as the endowment fund, the Browns can see
their dollars go to work immediately. The first Brown scholarship will be
awarded in the fall of 2014.
Neither Dick nor Joyce was from Marion originally, but through their
careers in the Marion City Schools, Marion has become their home town.
“Neither one of us was raised in a wealthy family,” says Joyce. “We were
middle class people all the way. When I was growing up, we had to
fight for everything we got, but Mom and Dad made sure that I got an
education—and my sister got the education that she wanted. And Dick’s
(continued on page 3)
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OHIO STATE MARION
CAMPUS UPDATE

With the close of 2013 and the beginning of the new year, there has
been some significant movement on important projects here at Ohio
State Marion. We thought you might be interested in the progress
on these important initiatives.
Dr. Gregory
S. Rose,
Dean and
Director, The
Ohio State
University at
Marion

Sometimes a vision for the future seems
always just around the corner. Then, almost
unexpectedly, the next major step is right in front of
you. For Ohio State Marion, that vision has been
to construct a new building to house science
laboratories and related facilities. We have been
very good stewards of the science facilities in Morrill
Hall, originally constructed in 1968, by carefully
maintaining them and making some renovations.
But the time has arrived to replace those facilities
with up-to-date and enlarged laboratories to
accommodate increased enrollment, feature
cutting-edge instructional technology, to meet
current safety standards, provide functional areas
for experiment preparation and storage, and to
build a new greenhouse to support courses and the
Yoder Prairie. Expanded facilities are also needed
for the first two years of the Ohio State engineering
curriculum we introduced in 2012. This exciting new
program was not in our sights when the original
feasibility study was completed in 2009. Our new
building will model energy savings and efficiency
by incorporating sustainable design principles and
environmentally friendly technologies.
I am pleased to report that we are now taking
the “next step” in the building process. Sufficient
funds have been collected from internal campus
reserves and philanthropy from generous donors in
the community so that we can enter the preliminary
planning and approval process. We still seek
financial support for the building, and ask that you
consider a gift to Ohio State Marion to help bring
this project across the final step to construction. I
hope you are as excited by the new building as we
are, and see its potential to transform the campus
through expanded opportunities for students and
ultimately build a stronger Marion area community.
Your financial support can assist with this truly
transformative project

Science/Engineering Building
Progress toward a new science and engineering building on the
Marion campus took a major step forward in the last year. As a result
of internal campus reserves and development funding generously
provided by community donors, sufficient funds have been assembled
to move the building to the top of the Marion campus capital needs
inventory. “This doesn’t mean that we stop raising funds for the
project,” says Dean and
Director Greg Rose. “It
simply means we can
move more deliberately
through the planning and
construction process.”
Ohio State Marion’s local
board approved the $15
million project at their
November, 2013 meeting.
Now, the hope is that the
project will be among those
Ohio State Marion engineering students measure
approved as part of the acceleration and motion in a roller coaster lab project.
university’s annual Capital
Improvement Plan by The Ohio State Board of Trustees during their
meeting on June 5th and 6th, 2014. If approved as part of the Capital
Improvement Plan, the Marion campus will seek the go-ahead to hire
an architectural firm, potentially as early as this summer.
Even though architects won’t be in place until the summer, Ohio
State’s planners will begin refining the feasibility study that was
completed for the building in October, 2007, by the architectural and
engineering firm DLZ. Ohio State planners, who worked with the
Marion campus to develop the campus’s Framework Plan, expect to
interact closely with campus faculty and staff over the next several
months to refine the uses for the building, including the addition of
space for Ohio State Marion’s growing engineering program. This
process should help architects, once they are hired, to design and
prepare construction plans for the building.
Current and future donors can be assured that Ohio State Marion
is dedicated to a new science and engineering building becoming a
reality on the Marion campus. Refining the plan for the building will
allow naming opportunities to be developed for labs, classrooms, and
other spaces.
“We are excited to see this project moving forward,” said Dean Rose.
“I personally look forward to the dialogue that will take place as this
major piece of our academic mission takes final form.”
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University Drive
Groundbreaking is expected in the fall of 2014
for the extension of University Drive through the
Marion campus, according to Phil Wright, Project
Manager with the Marion County Engineer’s Office.
The University Drive south extension will run
approximately 2,900 feet from Mt. Vernon Avenue
(SR 95) south to SR 529. A curve replacement portion
of the project will extend another 1,200 feet south of
the campus.
Planning is nearly complete for the long-anticipated
$3.5 million road project. “All we are waiting for is
final sign-off on easements,” says Wright. The road
easement language is under review by Ohio State,
ODOT and Marion County. Ohio State’s Board of
Trustees has already approved the project. Once
the easements are approved, the county is clear to
advertise for construction bids.
Construction plans have been completed by
American Structurepoint, Inc., the consulting
engineering firm hired by the Marion County
Engineer’s Office. The construction plans are being
submitted to the Ohio Department of Transportation
for final approval.
American Structurepoint subcontracted
landscaping planning to MKSK Studios of Columbus.
The final landscaping plan was developed in
consultation with campus and county officials.
Landscaping will include a 10-foot wide bike path/
walkway along the east side of University Drive.
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The plan also includes numerous trees, primarily
red oaks, white oaks, redbuds, and pin oaks that
are native to the area and prairie plantings, similar
to those in Ohio State Marion’s Larry Yoder Prairie.
The addition of a bikeway along the new road
is encouraging to Joe Zhou, Ohio State Marion’s
media lab coordinator. He lives in the Chateau Ridge
subdivision south of campus and says he likely will
bike to work once the new road and bike path are in
place. “This will make it very easy for me,” he said,
since he will avoid the extra mileage and heavy traffic
involved in taking SR 529 to Mt. Vernon Avenue, then
east to the campus’s north entrance.
An ODOT enhancement grant of $895,000 will pay
for the landscaping and pedestrian/bicycle pathway.
The Ohio Public Works Commission is providing
$500,000 to the project. The Ohio Department of
Transportation is also providing $1 million in safety
grant funds to smooth the curve on SR 529 south of
campus. Numerous accidents have occurred on what
is now a sharp curve near the Kaufman Farm. The
remaining funds, approximately $1.1 million, will
come from Marion County’s transportation budget.
Once construction bids are let, the contractor will
have twelve months to complete the project. Best
estimates are that the first traffic on the new road
could begin to flow in the third or fourth quarter
of 2015.

A Legacy of Education (continued from page 1)
folks were the same way. They wanted their kids to all have an education. So, they supported the college in their
town (Muskingum College)—and we’re supporting the one in our town. “
Dick, an avid sports fan, is reminded of coach Woody Hayes’s admonition to pay forward. “Well, I think
everybody likes to leave a legacy of some kind,” he says. “When I look down through the list of people that are
involved [in Ohio State Marion scholarships], when we see their names, it reminds us that, hey, these people did
this when they were here and look what they’re still being able to do. So, it’s a good feeling to think that maybe
what little bit we might have to offer and give to somebody, it’s going to be put to good use.”
No question that it will. The Brown’s legacy of education for Marion’s students will continue through their
scholarship—and through the influence those receiving it will have on the students they teach in years to come.
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Student Housing

Ohio State students are beginning to populate
the historic hotel that was built in 1924 in honor
of President
Wa r r e n G .
Harding.
After years of
neglect, the
67-unit hotel
was restored
in 1997 to
serve as lowincome senior
housing. At
the expiration
of the 15year window
in which
that use was
The historic Harding Centre in Downtown
prescribed as
Marion is seeing new life as student housing.
I n f o r m a t i o n i s available at 740/383-6772. a condition
for funding,
local developer Lois Fisher purchased the Harding
Centre at 267 West Center Street with an eye toward
transitioning it to student housing.
Since taking ownership of the structure this
past August, her crews have been busy repainting,
putting in new flooring, tuck-pointing, and making
the former Harding Hotel shine once again. “It’s
been a work of love,” says Ms. Fisher, who has
restored many of Downtown Marion’s structures.
She and husband Nick live in a third-floor loft in the
former Uhler-Phillips Department Store at the corner
of Prospect and Center Streets.
To date, several students have moved into the
structure, located across Center Street from the
historic Palace Theatre. “Our intent is to continue
hosting our senior residents as long as they wish to
stay,” said Ms. Fisher. As the seniors vacate their
apartments, she will transition those spaces to
student housing.
The structure is also being offered as a venue
for weddings and receptions. With a second-floor
ballroom and restored first floor lobby, the Hotel
Harding lends an air of authenticity and history to
those events. In fact, the Harding has been booked
by Ohio State Marion and Marion Technical College

student groups as the site of an April 25th spring
formal farewell dance, ending the spring semester.
Ms. Fisher has also purchased the building
immediately to the west of the Harding Centre,
located at 185-193 West Center Street. In it, she hopes
to create a student center and attract additional
tenants who will be compatible with the “LoDo”
(Lower Downtown) district. That property also
provides 114 parking spaces for student residents.
The two-bedroom apartments in the Harding
Centre lease for $695/month for a single person or
$395/month each for roommates. The lease includes
all utilities, internet access, and cable television.
“We’re excited by the addition of students into the
‘LoDo’ district,” said Ms. Fisher. She believes the
Harding Centre and the students it houses will create
a new market for retailers and become the anchor
for a new chapter
in downtown
Marion’s history.
The apartment
building at 219
We s t C h u r c h
Street is another
downtown
property being
converted
to student
housing. The
brick structure
is owned by Dr.
Rafael Nivar
and his wife
Nivar property at 219 W. Church Street offers
Virginia, who is a The
18 student apartments. Details at 740/751-9002.
senior lecturer in
computer science, engineering, and biochemistry at
Ohio State Marion. The Nivar property includes 18
apartments that have been recently updated.
In addition to these downtown student
housing projects, many apartment communities
in the Marion area cater to students. A complete
listing of student-friendly housing options can
be found at http://osumarion.osu.edu/housing.
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Food Service

Working with Ohio State’s Office of Purchasing and the Office
of Dining Services, Ohio State Marion Business Manager Karen
Carroll reports that the campus is close to a contract with one
or more food trucks that will bring breakfast and lunch items to
the campus on a regular basis. Details are still to be finalized,
reports Carroll, but, she says, “we could see a food truck in our
parking lot very soon.” In Columbus, the university works with
an aggregator—a contractor who organizes the various food truck
vendors. The contractor makes sure the vendors are in compliance
with health regulations and deploys them to various locations on
the Columbus campus. The contractor reports that he has been
in contact with several vendors who have an interest in serving
the Marion campus.
Meanwhile, discussions are still ongoing about more permanent
food service on campus. Options include issuing a request for
proposals for construction and operation of food service facilities
in one or several campus buildings. “These are longer term
solutions,” says Carroll. “The food truck option will get us going
in the near term—then we can see what kind of demand and
response there is from faculty, staff, and students.”
The next performance of the 2013–14
Five Nights on Campus series will feature
“Wild Carrot and the Roots Band.” It will
be held on Friday, March 14th, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Morrill Hall Auditorium.
Pam Temple and Spencer Funk
are “Wild Carrot.” This Cincinnati-based, award winning duo
performs a wide variety of folk
music using guitar, mandolin,
dulcimer, penny whistle, and
vocals. Rooted in traditional
American music, their repertoire
ranges from original tunes and
swing, to the blues and
traditional songs. In quartet with
their “Roots Band,” they expand
to four vocals and add bass,
banjo, and dobro.

Wild Carrot

Don’t miss this great evening of entertainment! For ticket
information, please call 740/725-6340 or visit osumarion.osu.edu/
5-nights.

The Ohio State University at Marion
Scholarship and Endowment Funds

George and Dorothy Alber Scholarship
Babich Honors Fund
Ava King Brown Scholarship
Richard L. and C. Joyce Brown Scholarship
Warren Brown Endowed Scholarship
Consolidated Electric Co-op Endowed Scholarship
Courtright Faculty Development Fund
Mark A. and Debbie Cramer Endowment
Cultural Arts Endowment
W. Keith Davis Memorial Scholarship
Wm. Kay Davis Honors Award
Drew Scholarship
Friends of Delaware Endowment
Evelyn and George Ghearing Scholarship
A. Merle and Pearl Hamilton Scholarship
Hamilton Family Endowed Scholarship Fund
Oliver E. Hamilton History Endowment Fund
Warren Harding-Norman Thomas Fund
Francis and Virginia Hazard Scholarship
Hal Hazelett Endowment Fund
Hendricks Study/Travel Scholarship
Roy and Lillian Holdridge Scholarship
Sara Sprague Howser Scholarship
John Isler Scholarship
Geraldine McFadden Kuhn Scholarship
Geraldine M. and Wayne H. Kuhn Scholarship
Laurel Leffler Minority Scholarship
Ralph Lewis Scholarship
Loudenslager Scholarship
Lashley Lowe Scholarship
Cristi and John Ludwig Endowed Scholarship
Lowe Family Scholarship
Mary Alice Lyon Scholarship
Marion Campus Business Endowment
Marion Campus Dean’s Fund
Marion Founders Scholarship
Barbara and Peter Miller Scholarship
John H. Moore Scholarship
Theodore Myers Scholarship
Jane Peppard Scholarship
Prairie Nature Education Center Fund
Larry Prude Memorial Minority Scholarship
Romine/Howser Scholarship
Sims Family Scholarship
Donald E. and Lillian Sims Scholarship
Sue Galloway Swavel Endowed Scholarship
Evelyn E. Walters Endowment Fund
Jack and Ruby Weis Scholarship
Edwin Wolfinger Scholarship
WOSB-FM Endowment
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The Ohio State University in the News
Physics Professor Presents in London

Gordon Aubrecht

Ohio State Marion
Professor of Physics, Gordon
Aubrecht, recently presented
the keynote address at the
Institute of Physics international
conference. His talk, “Choosing
Words and Ideas to Help
Explain Science to Students
and Citizens,” took place at the
sponsored conference on
teaching environmental physics
at the Institute of Physics
headquarters in London.

$19 Million to Fight the Fight
Participants
in Pelotonia,
the bicycle tour
that funds cancer
research at The Ohio
State University,
raised more than
$19 million in
2013, a record that 2013 Ohio State Marion Peletonia Team
surpassed the 2012 total of $16.8 million. In five years,
Peletonia has raised $61 million. Several Ohio State
Marion faculty, staff members, and students participate
each year.

Ohio State Marion Researcher Helps Find
Link to Pulmonary Fibrosis

STARS Silver Award Status Achieved
by Ohio State Marion

Together with research collaborators and spearheaded
by scientists at Enzo Biochem, Inc., Ohio State Marion’s
Dr. Virginia Folcik Nivar helped find the link between
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF), a fatal lung condition,
and infection with a monkey herpesvirus. The end result
of her hypothesis and preliminary work on this research,
with the laboratory work initiated by pathologist Dr.
Gerard J. Nuovo, may produce a definitive diagnosis
and treatment for this devastating disease. The work is
ongoing at Enzo Biochem, Inc.

Thanks to the entire Marion Campus team, Ohio State
Marion has received a “Silver” rating from the Association
for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher
Education (AASHE) Sustainability Tracking, Assessment
and Rating System (STARS) program.
STARS criteria are used to assess
institutional sustainability from
a holistic standpoint spanning
three broad categories: Education
& Research; Operations; and
Planning, Administration &
Engagement. This rating comes
in addition to the Green Buckeye
Certification the campus received in
recognition of the work done to make Ohio State Marion
a leader within the university in improving sustainability
and achieving greater energy efficiencies.

The Most Viral Band in the Land
The Ohio State University Marching Band rules the
internet with online videos of its acclaimed halftime
shows. In the 2012 and 2103 football seasons, TBDBITL
halftime shows have been viewed more than 42 million
times on YouTube!

